ENGINEERING SCHOOL

Address by Professor Fraenkel.

The establishment and development of
the Bchool of Engineering of the Uni-
versity of Western Australia, was the sub-
fect of the presidential addresa deliversd

Assoclate-Professor P. H. Fraenkel to
the Perth divislon of the Institution of
Engineers of Australin on Monday night.

The Unlversity of Western Australia,
Professor Fraenkel sald, was incorporated
and endowed by Act of Parliament
in 1911, and the first Senate was ap-
pointed on Februsry 13, 1912, Faculties
for the teaching of Arits, Science and
Engineering were established, and eight
professors were appointed to fill the vari-
ous chairs. Professor Hubert Edwin
Whitfeld (the present Vice-Chancellori
was chosen to ill the chair of Mining and
Engineering. He had graduated in both
Arts and Engineering in the University
of Bydney, and had had a wvaried ex-
perience in the Australian mining fields.
Incidentally none of the early students
could be Induced to take mining en-
gineering as thelr principal study. It
needed the revival of the mining indus-
try following altered world conditions and
the consequent high price of gold to in-
duce young men to take up this branch
of engineering. In determining the com-
position of the Faculty of Englneering,
Professor Whitfeld sdopted & principle,
which was later proved to be justified
He decided to appolnt members of the
engineering profession outslde the Uni-
versity to et with professors and lec-
turers, who were actually engaged In
teaching. 'The first students were mostly
men who had been unable to continue
thelr studies in an Eastern States Uni-
versity because their employment had
brought them to Perth. Nearly all of
them had some education at
one of other of the technical schools
already established in Western Australia,
and they were older than students work-
Ing in other Australian universities, and
older than those who in later years en-
tered the Faculty. The age of the first
students had a profound infiuence which
laxted for many years, and gave the school
an edvantage over the longer established
departments in the Eastern States.

In the Bush at Crawley.

When the University was established,
continued Professor Fraenkel only & few
men recognised that Crawley was an ideal
position for its permanent buildings. One
of them, Professor Whitfeld, put his con-
viction into practice by establishing the
Engineering Echool in the late Mr, Shen-
ton's house at Crawley. Al the
people of Western Australla could thank
the professor's courage for the present
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the professor's coursge for the present
magnificent University siie, not many of
tha first engineering students were able
to sppreciate the walk of two miles
through mud from Point Lewis or through
sand from Broadway in order to attend
lectures. The country betwesn Broad-
way and the river and back to Rokeby-
road, Bublsco, wes dense bush. It was
not until 1915 that the tram route slong
Mount's Bay-road was extended from
Point Lewis to the University grounds,
and later in the same year to Nedlands,

Difficulties of obtaining apparatus and
edditional accommodation were described
by the speaker. “It may be™ he said,
“that the very Insdequacy of the equip-
ment and the fact that the students were
compelled, not only to erect all machinery
themselves, but also to plan new ways
of getting at facts and the laws of
mechanica with such primitive apparatus,
made them in the end more efficient en-
gineers than the students from better-
equipped schools, and trained them to use
:.hr,l.r gummnnsu:ise ::édmnbove all to
hink for themselves an welgh possi-
bilities.” o

‘When referring to the early staff of the
school, Professor Fraenkel pald a tribute
to the late Associate-Professor A. Tom-
linson, who controlled the school during
the war years, when Professor Whitfeld
was absent on special work in England
and America, Professor Tomlinson died

in 1925.
Siodents’ Suoccess

Of the students, Professor Fraenkel
sald:—"The great majority of former stu-
dents have naturally enough stayed in
Western Australia. Many today hold pro-
minent positions both inside and outside
the Government services. Some crities
may prefer to regard this as no tribute
to the school, but as merely the result
of a preference of West Australians for
other West Australians, There is, how-
ever, no denylng the fact, that the small
minority of students who have gone
overseas have been able to hold their own
in competition with students from the
older universities. When all due allowance
has been made for the natural superlority
of thée West Australian, some share In
;?:m sum n:m thlﬁ- sl;u;:llfnta must be

00l In whic
Ay h they were

The address was illustrated with slides
showing early students and equipment
and the condition of Mount's Bay-road
:.Il;lg the infancy of the School of Engineer-
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